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Mr. Thomas Johnson


Chairman  CNN 


P.O. Box 105366


Atlanta, GA 30348-5366





Dear Mr. Johnson:





I served in Thailand in 1969 and 1970 as a USAF Weather Officer.  I feel the service I rendered there along with tens of thousands of other Air Force, Army and civilian personnel  was called into question by your CNN/Time report on alleged use of lethal gas against American "defectors". The piece has been refuted by dozens of servicemen who were in Thailand and Laos at the time. Once inflammatory allegations of that nature have been aired however, it's difficult to dispel the idea.  





General Perry Smith has resigned his position with CNN in an act of honor. I call on CNN to first truly investigate the incident from all sides. I'm feel  you'll learn that non-lethal but incapacitating gas was used. You'll find no colony of American defectors and I hope you find the Lt.'s account of assassination of two Caucasians to also be false.  That I don't know about.





Credibility is a fragile commodity. Once lost it must be regained slowly and carefully. CNN has the opportunity to begin that process today.  





Yours truly,











Richard J. Williams


Capt. USAF 1966-1971


Takhli RTAFB Thailand 1969-1970 











